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One of the advantages of using parables as a teaching tool is that they can convey multiple bits 
of wisdom and are inherently multilayered. This is why we should be very skeptical of anyone who 
declares that they have the one, and only, right way to interpret a parable. And we should be even more 
skeptical of the text when it tries to tell us what the meaning of a parable is. For why the text might do 
this, consider the period of time when these documents were written down. It wasn’t often safe to be a 
Christian – to be found with a gospel text could lead to being socially outcast or even killed. So, around
the most radical, the most subversive, passages, the text could be written with caveats surrounding it 
that could be pointed to if caught. I think that has at least something to do with why this parable, 
innocuous as it may seem at first, is tripping over itself trying to claim that this is about prayer, 
perseverance in prayer, or maybe faith (if we throw in the last line of today’s Reading).

So, let’s take a look at the passage with the face value reading. If the text is right, and this really
is about prayer, then it is obvious that we are supposed to be the widow. The parable is then teaching us
to be a bother, a nuisance, and a nag about whatever we want. The judge is then setup to be the worst – 
a mediocre judge who wants the privilege of the title but none of the actual responsibility; we’re 
supposed to learn that since God is clearly better than that, then we should expect better from God. But 
that’s so weak as interpretations go! Why aren’t we comparing God against the best? What are we 
afraid of – that God will lose? Seriously?! I think it can actually be declared that the reason stated in the
text for the meaning of the parable is actually one of the invalid interpretation options for the parable. 
So, then, what are we do if we want to access the meanings that caused our forebears to want to protect 
this parable?

Although there are many options, I believe the obvious option is to reverse the roles. In this new
light, God comes as the widow. I think that this tracks. How many times does it say in Scripture that 
God loves everyone but has a particular preference for the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner in our 
land? Depending on how you count: 48. That list appears 48 times and we are commanded to pay 
particular attention to these groups because, in the Ancient world, they were the oppressed. And what 
does the widow demand? Justice. This also makes sense. Are not the writings of the prophets filled 
with demands from God to the people for justice? Could we really forget the beautiful image from 
Isaiah of justice rolling down like a mighty river?

And what is this Biblical justice? It is not criminal justice; it is the fair distribution of God’s 
abundance such that each has everything that they need. Justice looks like everyone having access to 
food, clothing, and shelter. But it also means having a home to rest in and to be freed from having to 
think about survival every moment of every day. Justice means being able to buy and sell a home at a 
fair price regardless of your race. Justice means getting the job you are qualified for, and being paid 
fairly for it, regardless of your sex or gender. Justice means being able to walk down the street in safety
while holding the hand of your partner regardless of your sexual orientation or the sex or gender of 
your partner. This is Biblical justice and God is coming to us each and every moment of each and every
day calling on us to make a world where justice reigns!

But this makes us the judge in the parable. Frankly, I think this tracks, too. How often do we 
seat ourselves in God’s judgment chair, and yet, how often do we fail to follow through in taking the 
kind of responsibility that sitting there really entails? How much of our lives do we live as if we have 
no fear of God or love for our neighbors? Well, let’s see – maybe that’s why we put Confession into 
Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Eucharist – maybe we know we screw this up a lot! So, yes, we 
are the judge in this parable. But if this is the setup, then what we can learn from this story?

I think we can learn that God really does call up on to bring justice to our communities. We are 
being asked to fight for justice. And God would love our enthusiastic participation; but, God will also 
accept our apathy. As long as we don’t stand in the way of justice – that is something God will not 



abide. We must either flow with that mighty river, or get out of the way; but, we cannot be an obstacle 
for the flow to overcome! We also learn to pay close attention to those who are the “widows” in our 
own day; we must listen for who is crying out for justice and see it is God who is calling out through 
them for God has a preference for the widows, the orphans, and the foreigners in our land. Frankly, the 
one question we must really ask ourselves is this: are we the people who take the time to learn the real 
meanings of this parable or are we the people from whom this parable must be protected?
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