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A Biblical prophecy is not the musing of a fortuneteller and, frankly, most prophecies weren’t 
about the future when they were written or spoken for the first time. They were about the events of the 
day, and the obvious consequences of the events of the day. And yet, that alone would not have made 
these words worthy of preserving as Scripture. They are in the Bible because generations of people 
have found meaning for their own time, long after these prophecies were first spoken, and so they have 
heard the inspiration of God in these words. Like most of the Biblical prophets, Joel was writing 
around the time of an exile – a time when the people of Israel, or at least a portion of the people, were 
cut off from the land of Israel. In this time, Joel reminded them that the good gifts that they had, the 
rains on their fields, the good harvest, the return of the crops after the locusts, all of these were from 
God. To prove it, Joel used the language of the day to show that only God was strong enough to do 
these things. We recoil at the violence and fear dripping from Joel’s words; but, in an ancient world 
where the sign of a god’s power was how militarily strong they were, as evidenced by their people 
being militarily successful, such language was the way to make the point. It’s not some weak idol, or 
some other peoples’ god, it is God, the Creator of all that is, who brings good gifts to you.

But what have other faithful people done with this prophecy of Joel’s? For one, the earliest 
Christians, nearly all of whom were faithful Jews who knew their Scripture well, read these words and 
chose which details of the Christmas story to preserve based on these words. Joel says that the young 
men would see visions – the shepherds saw, and heard, the choirs of angels pronouncing the birth of the
King; Joel says the old men will dream dreams – Joseph, traditionally an older man, dreamed of an 
angel telling him to take Mary as his wife and then later to flee to Egypt to escape the wrath of Herod. 
Similarly, the magi, depicted as older men, dreamed to avoid Herod’s treachery. Is this forcing the 
story, or making it up as we go along? No! The story has to be told and all stories have an angle. These 
faithful people used the signposts of their Scriptures that indicate that God is acting and they used those
signposts to once again point to God acting in a new way.

So, now, what are we supposed to do with a prophecy that is multiple millennia old? For one, 
we rejoice that we’ve grown up (at least a little – still so much work to do!) and expect that not just the 
men but all of us will see visions and dream dreams. And why not? This, too, is the day of the Lord’s 
coming, is it not? We no longer need violent signs to know that it is God who is at work. Now, we 
know that the Lord has come because we gather in Christ’s Name and find God to be with us; and 
more, will not the Body and Blood of Christ be on this Altar in just a few moments?! This is the day of 
the Lord’s coming and it is time to dream about what God is calling us to do in the coming year. No, 
this year isn’t over yet; but, we always begin to think about the new year when the leaves are in full 
color. It’s stewardship season, it’s budget seasons, it’s pledge card season – and none of these are an 
exercise in numbers! Such things are theological statements. A budget, or a pledge, is a statement of 
faith! These must be a chance for us to dream dreams, to hear anew the dream that God has for the 
world, and commit to bringing about that dream. It is time to share our vision for a better world with 
each other. It’s out time to think about how to use the good gifts given to us to accomplish all that God 
has given us to do. And this is not only true for the Church but also for our home budgets, our 
businesses, and our entire community.

What, then, are we modern people to do with this ancient prophecy? We are to see that this is 
the day of the Lord’s coming and we are to act like it. We are being called to be a people who live by an
ancient prophecy. We are being called to be a people who find meaning in these ancient words. We are 
to see God at work in the world. We, my friends, are being called to be prophets in our own day! Amen.
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