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ה ה עֹול�ם-ֱא' ָּב�רּוךְ ַאָּת� לֵֹהינּו ֶמלֶךְ ה�  

Baruch attah, Adonai eloheinu, melech ha’olam.
that is, Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the Universe. Amen.

This ancient Jewish opening to prayer, still in use in Jewish prayers, is old enough that Jesus 
may have used these very words, or their Aramaic equivalent, in His prayer life. It is, therefore, deep 
in Christianity’s Jewish roots that we inherit the practice of calling God King of the Universe. In 
contrast, this Feast day, the Feast of Christ the King, is a relatively new holy day. In fact, the Episcopal
Church has not yet added it our official calendar and our celebration of this day is a local observance. 
And this is true even if we’ve been celebrating it our whole lives and have come to see it as a fixed 
part of the Tradition. In fact, it remains a Roman Catholic Feast day, started in the early twentieth 
century as a response to the rise of Fascism in Europe (and around the world). This is a day to come 
together as the Church and declare that no matter what any human being might claim, there is only 
one King of the Universe and that was, is, and always will be, Christ. But more than that, we take this 
Sunday to be reminded of what type of King Christ has continued to show Himself to be.

And for this we must give thanks for the masterful choices made by the Roman Catholics for 
the Lectionary selections given to us for this Feast day. From the First Testament, we absolutely could 
have gotten the creation of the Universe where God showed ultimate power to give life; we could 
have gotten an account of one of the great kings of Israel such as David or Solomon; we could have 
gotten a story of the military conquest of Canaan by the Israelites with God supporting their fight. 
But no. We get a reminder of the tradition of the shepherd kings of Israel and are reminded that only 
the true King is a Good Shepherd. All the rest have shown themselves to be bad shepherds who will 
abandon the sheep when the going gets really tough. From the Second Testament, we very much 
could have received a reading from the Revelation to John that detailed the throne room of God. That
heavenly place where countless throngs sing praises night and day. No, instead we get a reminder 
that we are united to Christ. That the King of the Universe chooses not to rule alone; God chooses to 
rule in community and share power. And the Gospel selection could have absolutely have been the 
Transfiguration, or Jesus calming the storm with a word, or casting out an evil spirit, or even the 
Resurrection. But no, we get the Crucifixion.

It is here that we find the real power of God. Jesus is authentically Jesus all the way through. 
What did He preach wherever He went – the forgiveness of sins. How does our reading open? Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them. They do not know what they are doing.” Jesus spent His whole life 
assuring those who had known only pain and suffering that there was a way to know a better life, a 
reign of God where evil holds no sway; and, to the criminal he said, “today, you will be with me in 
Paradise.” The power of God is in being steadfast, in holding true to principles all the way through, 
even through death on a cross. How many of us can say we are prepared to be that consistent?! And 
it goes even deeper. Jesus was tempted with the same temptations on the cross that He received 
from the Devil in the desert. The Devil taunted Jesus and tried to get Him to break the rules, to 



violate the laws that bound all mortal beings, to turn rock into bread, to command angels to serve in 
ways beyond their call to do the will of God, but more, to use His Divine power to serve Himself 
rather than using it to serve others. Jesus refused then and He refuses again when the crowd taunts 
Him to come down from the cross. Could Jesus have come down from that cross? Most assuredly. But
no mere mortal could have done so. Not with those nails. To come down from the cross would be to 
give up on the project of being fully human, and it would have served only the flesh-and-bone body 
of Jesus by relieving His pain. To do this, would be to violate the very nature of who God is and Jesus 
would do no such thing. Further, this would violate the gift of free will – if Jesus came down from that
cross, it would have removed all doubt. There would not be a choice of faith, there would not be any 
further question of God’s involvement in the Universe. There would be a level of confirmed certainty 
that stifled the entire project that Jesus set out to do.

The other temptation is like the first – the Devil taunted him to use the power of God to rule 
the Earth with military and political might, to lord the Divine power over everyone, to take possession
of all the kingdoms of the Earth. If Jesus had come down from that cross, and confirmed the crowd’s 
notions of what Messiah was supposed to be, then He would have had no choice but to expel the 
Roman occupiers from Israel. In doing so, though, Jesus would have been responsible for abusing the 
Divine strength, showing God to be petty, and utterly destroying the Divine holiness. None of this is 
who Jesus was, is, and will be. He remained consistent and steadfast through the whole ordeal of the 
crucifixion. It’s the very strength to know who He is, for Jesus to say I Am Who I Am, in very much 
God’s fashion, that shows us that Jesus Christ is God and that God was present throughout the 
ministry of Christ but most acutely on the cross.

And this is the King we follow. This is the King who shows us how to be authentically who we 
are being called to be. This is the King who changes everything. It is because of this King that we 
know that rulers don’t sit upon thrones as we might imagine them. Instead, we find out from Jesus 
that the shape of the real throne of the Universe is not shaped like a chair but like a cross. It is from 
the cross that we see the power of this God-King most clearly. And so we must choose to follow 
Christ and use our power as He did. We must live with conviction and stand firm on our principles. 
We must do what is right in the sight of the Lord. We must choose to take up our cross instead of 
sitting on thrones we make for ourselves. Out God sits upon a throne shaped like a cross and we 
must following the King.

ה ה עֹול�ם-ֱא' ָּב�רּוךְ ַאָּת� לֵֹהינּו ֶמלֶךְ ה�  

Baruch attah, Adonai eloheinu, melech ha’olam.
Amen.

~Fr. Derek J. Quinn


