St. Paul's Episcopal Church- 1867« 1667

Father Foley and femily
Father Lavey and fumily
Father Fish and family;
lembers
Guects;

aceording to history, the Church of the Covenant
(Protestant Episcopal Church, was formed 100 years ago today on
August 29, 1867
Saint Paul's was organized and admitted a parieh in unicn
with coavention (of the iichigan Diocese) June 7, 1871
The cornerstone was laid op Agust 24, 1882
The new church bell up and rung for the first time on Hov. 28, 1889

In retracing the history, we find that [he Rt., Rev. George D.
Gillespie, the First Bishop of Western silchigan meant a great deal
to this section. Under his leadership and that of the Rev. A.C.Lewis,
the chureh flourished and was considered one of the largest
in the midwest. It had & choir of 40 vpices.

The presht church building is of the viectorian
asmerican Gothiec. The doors, choir seats, etc. are of the american
Gothic design, some _uropesn Gothic. I‘he finest of lumber was used.
All native lumber waS out by the Dexter Hoble Company here and
even the bricks were made here, [he chureh was completed in 1883,
Qur windows are of Victorian steined glass and reflect the many
shades of red, blue, gold and green lights at sunrise .
and sunset time, Our Good Shepherd window 1s over the mwain altar,
These windows were releaded and protected by storm glass in 1954,

If our beloved members, who have passed on, could returm
today, they would see the following chnages, In their days of the
19th Century, oil furnaces were unheard of. ‘he large furmace then
held four foot logs. These had to be hauled to the church, ‘he fires
built the night before and watched for smoke, etc. Today, we push
the electric button for the heat to come on.

The large brass lamps had to be lowered and cleaned
and filled with kerosene. Today, the electric button ilashes them
on &t once, They attemded church in all kinds of wea ther, driving
their horses and carriages, often times making thelr own paths
in the snow. The large natural stone in fromt of our Vicarage
still holds the ring where the horses were tied. Howm e drive out
cars, These were the real picneers cf the 10th Ceantury as is &ll
the churches of the land.

The Rt. Rev. John uCCormick was the Second Bishop
of dichigan, His leadershhg meant a dga 1ﬁ1°?r older
EERLE

at
membersiives. yany, of ug °Bf1°§"£ﬁf¥ ¢mofe was the third
Bishop of #ichig&n. and well 1oved.

The Rt. Reve, Dudley Burr hkicueil, the fourth Bishop
gave new impetus to the 1ife of the church in the north and seat us
our first resident Vicar im over &b years.
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The Rt., Rev Charles L., Bennison, D.De is our fifth Bishop of
dichigan and gave our Centennial addreses on Auguet 27, 1967,

The Guild Hall was built in 1900 and the women of the church have
been faithful in attending the monthly meetings and in raising funds,
The Guild Hall has becn used as a Sunday school rocm, and sas

a kindergardenm in the past- later as a chapel for sur church services
in winter, 1t now contains the smaller aAltar for mid week services
and is a reception room and choir lounge for vesting.

In the last 10 yesrs, the church basemént has been added. A cement floo
walls painted, electiric lights and an oil furnace, also a kichen addre
and tables and chairs donated. This makes & most desirable undercroft.

The Parish Vicarage was purchased in 1956%Y, +hic gave a home tor
a permanent Viecar and his family.

The windstorm of 4pril 7, 1954 damaged our roof and the

piaster fell. It looked as if we would have to e¢lose the chureh

for there were few of us. We mailed out letters to members and friends
and the response was motst genmerous, The church proper was restored, man
members actuslly doing the work themselves.

The lawn has been beautified and some white irom furniture added.

ihe Reve. Kurt Fish afrived in 196Z and has,worked diligently
to build up the church and to retain its Voctorian elegance.

St. Mary's Chppel will be blesse@ this Centennisl time, a very
beautiful addition.

All this history-is-fer-ear was left us by the past generations and

the present ones with the Hope and Prayers that our still
present and future generstione will earry the TORCH.

Auguet 2y, 1967 Yatalie (MNoble) Kohler




